
Commission on Climate, Energy, and Sustainability
Thursday, April 25, 2024, 3:30 PM - 5:00 PM

Office of City Council Ward 6
3202 E 1st Street

Tucson, Arizona, 85716 
Meeting Minutes

1) Call to Order
Meeting called to order at 3:33 by Chair Jim Sell 

Present:

Adriana Bachmann Representative, Ward 2 
Ojas Sanghi Representative, Ward 3 
Jim Sell Representative, Ward 6
Garrett Weaver Representative, City Manager 
Camila Martins-Bekat Representative, City Manager, Tucson Electric Power

Staff Members & Guests:

Michael Catanzaro Energy Manager, Environmental & General Services 
Department (EGSD)

Natalie Shepp Pima County Department of Environmental Quality
Jane Conlin Citizens Climate Lobby and the Greater Tucson Climate 

Coalition
Rick Rappaport 
Judith Anderson

Absent:
John Eisele Representative, City Manager, Environmental 

Organization Combating & Adapting to Climate Change
Alma Lizette Anides Morales Representative, Mayor's Office 

2) Call to the Audience 

Jane Conlin - thanked the commision for the time, member of Citizens Climate Lobby and the Greater 
Tucson Climate Coalition. Wants to see Tucson and the County decarbonize quickly. Part of organizing, in 
2020, that called for the Climate Action Plan, thanked the city for creating that. Wants to help accelerate 
implementation. There is the IRA, Infrastructure, and CHIPs act. Yale climate connections says that 75% 
of people in Tucson want a rebate for solar panels, 80% want to see solar on public land, 85% want 
funding for renewable energy. More knowledge of tax benefits are needed. Suggested IRA and climate 
grant requests should be itemized by the grant, grant requests, and projects should be publicized. 

Rick Rappaport - After Prop 412 was defeated, he spoke to the city council to have a lawyer represent 
the city. Rankin’s office did hire someone. There’s no information coming from the city. Many cities 



including Chicago have binding agreements. ACC wants to remove renewable energy standards. Only 
opportunity we have is a lawyer for the city to extract as much as we can from negotiations. Urges the 
committee to make the franchise process more transparent. If it’s defeated again there will be a lot of 
problems. Urges the city to open up the process any way that they can. 

Judith Anderson - Thanked the commission for letting her speak last month. Looking at the advisory 
board, longer term board. Task forces, which can be spun off from that. The Joint Task Force Model 
includes citizens and staff. Point is coordination, participation, collaboration. Too small advisory group, 
with too much to do. Citizens currently have one way output. 
TRT has 122 goals and we need to get more citizens involvement. Get better citizens' engagement. 

3) Approval of Minutes (Mar 28)
Sec. Weaver commented that the minutes said the meeting was held virtually, whereas the meeting was 
held at the Ward 6 offices. Recommended updating location before submitting to boards and 
commissions. . 

Motion to approve from Comm. Martins-Bekat, Second from Comm. Sanghi. 

4) Report from the Chair

Chair Sell reported that Comm. Anides Morales resigned. 
Chair Sell reported that the office of City Manager, Mayor, Ward 4 and Ward 5 now have vacancies. 
Comm. Sanghi reported knowing someone in Ward 4 who is interested in participating. 
CM Catanzaro will reach out for confirmation and update the Boards and Commission listing for Comm. 
Anides Morales. 
Chair Sell asked if commissioners would like to meet an hour early for a tour. 
Commissioners agreed to meet at the watershed management site at 2:30 for a tour. 
Chair Sell reported that May 11th, Saturday, all are invited to plant plants in the rain water harvest. 
Looking at 8:00am in the morning. 

5) Speaker: Natalie Shepp, Environmental Planning Manager, Pima County

Climate and Community Engagement Manager for PDEQ. Talk about what they’ve done since last 
summer. 
$41B to reduce climate pollution emissions. 
Received a $1m planning grant in 2023. 

$240m went to non-competitive 4-year planning grants to 47 metro areas.
Gov. Hobbs' office is leading the state plan. 
PDEQ is leading the Tucson area plan. 

Required to do stakeholder engagement. Required to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 
Low income and disadvantaged communities (LIDAC)
Review of authority to implement. 
Review of opportunities to leverage other funding sources
Workforce planning analysis 

Partners included City of Tucson, Oro Valley, City of South Tucson, Tohono O'odham nation. 



Marana and the Pascua Yaqui Tribe did not respond to requests to collaborate. 

Community survey - 2000+ responses
Business survey - 15 responses. 

Personal survey indicated that people are somewhat concerned or very concerned about climate change. 
Excessive heat is something that most people are concerned with. Higher energy costs are what people 
are also concerned with. 

Renewed inventory showed that transportation emissions accounts for 48%. 
People are most concerned about transportation safety. 

25% of respondents were 65-74. Likely retired. Not looking for work. Spread of ethnicities were 
representative of Pima county, but mostly white. 

For the business survey. 
Recycling, telecommuting, and higher efficiency lighting were listed as things they are doing to address 
climate change. 

How is climate change impacting business? 
Common response was customers are demanding that their business address the issue. 

What was done to reach out to LIDAC. 
Subrecipient grants to community-based organizations. 
9 applications, selected 5. 
City of Tucson: combined outreach effort with another effort they reached 255 respondents. 
Direct Center: Represents disabled and elderly communities. Reached 5,600.  
Ironwood tree experience: Works with underserved youth from title I schools. Found eco anxiety was a 
big issue. Reached 2,500. 
Iskashitaa refugee network works with difficult to reach demographics. Reached 106. 
Respondents have energy saving habits. We do not have pollen count studies. Numbers quoted are 
backed with insufficient data. 
YWCA reached 800 people. Found concerns of increasing heat, wants better climate jobs. 

Worked with PAG on the Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventory. 

Comm. Sanghi asked about the accuracy of solid waste emissions. Shepp responded by saying that 
emissions values include methane. 
Chair Sell asked NOx from airport. Shepp responded that Airport emissions are in transportation, all 
warming emissions are reported in CO2 Equivalents, but what is not included in Chloro-Fluoro emissions. 
Those emissions will be done for the comprehensive report. 

GHG emissions projects include Los Reales, EV fleets, and wastewater. Facilities energy efficiency 
projects. Oro Valley projects included solar energy system and EV fleet vehicles. 

Comm. Sang asked about methane, asked about what the use of the methane would be for. The county 
does not look at a destination for the captured methane. 



Energy Manager Cantanzaro said that the City of Tucson’s long term use of the methane will be to power 
the bus fleet, and this will have a net negative GHG. 

Comm. Weaver asked about the Cal Portland plant. Shepp said that PDEQ does not issue permits for Cal 
Portland and there are no opportunities for working with the plant under the grant, but said that other 
grants are available, and that the company can apply on its own. 

PCAP GHG Emissions Reductions 
Shepp presented a slide that showed project benefit to cost ratio of projects the county looked at, which 
included Machine AI Learning, which has the lowest dollar per MtCO2e reductions between 2025 - 2030. 

Comm. Gallego asked if depreciation was included in fleet vehicles. Shepp responded that it’s a good 
question and that it’s not something the county has looked at. 

Comm. Sang asked about AI, commented that it seemed like a low project costs. Shepp responded by 
saying that it’s for Industrial process optimization for waste water. 
Chair Sell commented that AI training can take significant amounts of electricity. Shepp acknowledged 
that it’s a good point, and something the county will have to look at. 

Methane capture also has a good return on investment. 

LIDAC benefits analysis. Most of Pima county is a LIDAC community because of the amount of tribal land 
that is covered. A great deal of Tucson, including Sunny Side, is covered, there are a lot of burdens on 
those communities. There is much poverty here, and much work that needs to be done. 

With CCAP, Pima is looking at the largest climate grant we’ve ever seen. 

Comm. Sanghi asked if there are plans commit to net zero by 2050. Shepp responded by saying that they 
wrote some goals, but the county plans on redoing the goals, and make them SMART goals. Some goals 
are not realistic. Would like to do that through stakeholder engagement with groups like CCES. 

Chair Sell asked “How can we help?” Shepp responded by saying that creating the plan was very labor 
intensive, very fast paced. For the comprehensive plan, get input and also define what the roles of Pima 
and CoT, avoid reinventing the wheel, have one entity doing inventories. We want to hear from groups. If 
public involvement is inadequate, communicate to me, and we’ll fix it. 

6) Invite to Climate Action, Sustainability, Eco-Justice Summit, May 10

Commissioners Sell, Bachmann, and Weaver agreed to table at the Climate Action, Sustainability & 
Eco-Justice Summit at Pima Community College West Campus on May, 10th. Chair Sell made a 
commitment to attend in the morning. Comm. Bachmann and Comm. Weaver committed to the 
afternoon. 

Commissioners Bachmann, Weaver, and Sell will set up the event. 
Comm. Weaver agreed to send out the public meeting notice. 



7) Outreach for Tucson Climate Action Plan Implementation

After discussion commissioners agreed to establish a “Community Engagement and Communications 
Subcommittee” to set up a webpage, do social media, do events like tabling, form connections with the 
media, and look at ways to involve the community in climate action plan implementation. 

8) Energy Manager Report - None

9) Call to the Audience . 

Jane thanked Natalie for her presentation. Asked why PAG does not involve municipalities, in a 
collaborative way, to create a transit system. When there is a hole in the boat, plug up the biggest hole. 

Rick Rappaport - Passed time to Judith to address question of wow would engagement work? 

Judith Anderson - it’s a new paradigm, we’ll send a white paper with new models, current engagement 
involves time intensive process. You could achieve more value from the public. Fresno is seeking a 
transformative 165 community members body. Would love to have input into a subcommittee. 

10) Future Agenda Items - None

11) Adjournment 
Chair Sell adjourned the meeting at 5:04. 


